Caveolin and Ras function.
Experimental protocols that allow confident assignment of signaling proteins to specific subdomains of the plasma membrane are essential for a full understanding of the complexities of signal transduction. This is especially relevant for Ras proteins, where the different membrane anchors of the Ras isoforms target them to functionally distinct microdomains that in turn allow quantitatively different signal outputs from otherwise highly homologous proteins. The methods outlined in this chapter, in addition to being invaluable in addressing Ras function, should also have wide utility in the study of many mammalian signal transduction pathways.